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•The Inspiration of * Visit. 

BY MM. I. Ml] BUY BIO I IT 0081, 

When through life's bleak tod thorny path astray, 
We walk with sometime sore and weary feet, 

Some friendly foot God sends along oar way, 

Borne dear and sympathetic soul our own to greet. 

When hopeleee seems the (angle of oar life, 
And all its thorne and threads have gone away, 

Throughout its warp and woof of joy and strife. 
To straighten all God sends some underhand anigU. 

When falsehood spreads her nets within oar way, 
As though despondent sorrow'* slough we tread, 

God sends sweet Christian friendship's bleated ray, 
Its light divine aboit our way to shed. 

80 when amid death's waves we fear to sink, 

And gloomy clouds obscure the farther eh ore, 
Sweet God-sent faith shall help us o'er the brink, 

And Joyfully we'll meet to part no mora. 

Bristol, Ind. % 

•Written at the departure of Elder H. R Holsieger after visit- 
ing at tlie sitter '» house. 


The Prayer Meeting— How to Make It Interesting. 

In the first place be sociable. The prayer-meet> 
ing leader who comes in, looking neither to the 
right nor the left, who drops out of sight behind 
the desk, and ii not seen again until the meeting 
commences, and then only while he is conducting 
the formal opening exercises, and who, after an 
Bouncing that the "meeting is open," subsides, 
half-hidden and unheard, behind the desk until the 
meeting is over, is no leader in the true sense. 
Let him come down close among the people. If 
the room has five hundred seats, and there are only 
two hundred prayer-meeting attendants, hide the 
other three hundred seats, so that the room may 
always seem full, and so that there may be no dis- 
piriting fringe of empty scats ..i front. If the 
Beats are all fastened down so that they cannot be 
removed, the leader had better procure a desk on 
rollers, and trundle it right down among hia people, 
if they will insist on sitting back by the wall. In 
some way he must get close to them. 

Again, let the prayers be short If when Peter 
found himself sinking in the waves of Galilee, he 
had insisted on putting before his petition, "Lord 
save me," the regular prayer- meeting roundabout 
introduction, he would have been forty feet under 
water before he could have asked of 1 he Lord the 
help ho needed. One half of the prayer- meetings 
suffer seriously from this evil of too- long- wiuded- 
ness. Christ sets us no such example, for the 
prayer He taught takes much less than one minute 
for its repetition. It becomes altera time the duty 
of pastor or prayer-meeting leader to remonstrate 
gently with those who may offend by occupying 
too much of the prayer- meeting's time. 

Seek variety in prayer meeting methods. "When 
times look the darkest for Christ's cause, have a 
praise- meeting. You will be surprised at the num- 
ber of blessings you can still praise God for, and 
suoh expressions of gratitude will frequently lead 
to greater occasions for thankfulness. Then have 
a promise- meeting at intervals. Ask A to bring 
to the next meeting a promise from Genesis, and B 
one from Exodus, and so on through the audience 
and the Bible. Every book in the Bible will be 
found to contain at least one precious promise, and 
by bringing them together thus you will win fresh 
inspiration for your future work. 

See that the prayer-meeting room is light and neat, 
and, above all, that it is well ventilated. Many a 
leader blames himself and the |>eople for drowsiness 
in prayer meeting, when in reality the sexton is 
the only one at fault. Plenty ot fresh air is indis- 
pensable to keep men wide awake through an even- 
ing hour after they have been busily working all 
day, much of the time, perhaps in the open air. Do 
not trust this important matter of ventilation to the 
sexton, but see to it for yourself. 

Finally sing a great deal, and sing a considerable 
proportion of new pongs. "But nobody knows 
them!" Of course nobody does — it everybody 
knew them they would not be new songs, and so 
their singing would infuse no fresh life intf) the 
meetings Practice on them a little during the 
meeting, and, when the meeting is over, ask a few 
of the singers to remain and go over the tunes sev- 
eral times until they have become tolerably famil- 
iar. — Moody. . 


4 Fruit Unto Holiness. 

The religious life is one of progressive goodness. 
"Ye have yonr fruit unto holiness," says the Apos- 
tle. Now, holiness is not a state- of blessed stag- 
nation, of wrapt and unearthly contemplation, like 
that ascribed to Simeon Stylites upon the top of 
his pillar in the desert. Holiness is love In action ; 
it is the life of the Christian and of the church. 
A church without holiness may be a witness for 
Christ, but it is suoh a witness as a monument or 
tombstone is — it testifies of a life departed, of 
virtues no longer existing, of a dead body, or of a 
tomb from whioh Christ has arisen and gone. 
Bat a holy Christian is a living, thriving, growing 
body united to Christ, drawing life from him and 
honoring htm by its growth and beauty. 

And this growth in holiness is natural and con- 
stant. A tree is not increased in its beauty and 
production by fastening on limbs and hanging the 
boughs with fruit, but by a process of healthy 
growth, transforming the nourishment of soil and 
air and water into fibre and leaf and fruitage. A 
constant assimilation of healthful and strength-giv- 
ing particles is going on, and the result is seen in 
a harmonious and symmetrical developement. So 
the individual Christian or the church lives and 
grows, converting all its ordinances and pro vis 
ions into means of deep-rooted, solid, enlarged and 
beautiful usefulness. The fruit of this holiness is 
seen in active benevolence, the true expression of 
a heart where God dwells. Its love is not express- 
ed in pious phrases, nor frequent rituals, nor long 
services, nor in great professions of zeal.nor in se> 
vere condemnation of others, but in active and 
practical piety and philanthropy. It is love shown 
as Christ's was by carrying burdens for others, 
relieving bodily miseries while comforting souls. 
This life of progressive goodness will show it- 
self in the true Christian by bearing help to the 
sick and food to the hungry, by working steadily 
and earnestly for a Sunday class or a degraded 
neighborhood, by helping the heathen at home or 
sending helpers to those who are abroad. It in 
going around doing good, setting forth the truth 
of Christianity by living as Christ lived. Too 
many persons are, so far as any developement of 
religious life is concerned, like clocks without bands. 
The machinery is all right, the wheels move and 
you can hear the regular beat of the pendnlum, but 
they do no good to anybody. So these Christians 
are all right in doctrine ; they are regular in their 
regard to the ordinances of religion, but their relig- 
ious life is all within themselves. They never do 
anything for others, never make the world wiser or 
better, never lift its burdens or relieve its woes or 
try to set it right. They have only a negative 
goodness, and the world would be as well off with- 
out them. 

There are others of whom the clock that is always 
going, but never keeping time, might be the illus- 
tration, so affected by every change of temperature 
or position that no dependence can be placed upon 
them. But the holy Christian is he who makes 
steady progress in goodness, who is all right with- 
in and who brings forth the fruits ot internal holt 
ness by right action. The machinery of the clock 
is in order; it works with precision; the hands 
mark the time ; the bell strikes the hour : it answers 
the end for which its author made it, and is useful 
to mankind. — Augustus. 


"Hoi I nr« to the lord." 
"Holiness to the Lord 1" where is that inscrip- 
tion to be stamped now ? Not on the vestments 
of any Levities! order ; not on plates ot sacerdotal 
gold, worn upon the forehead. Priest and Levite 
have passed by. The Jewish tabernacle has ex- 
panded into that world wide brotherhood, where 
whosoever doeth righteousness ia accepted. Morn- 
ing has risen into day. . Are We children of that 
day ? For form, we have spirit ; for Gerizim and 
Zion, our common scenery. The ministry of Aaron 
is ended. His ephod, with its gold, and blue, and* 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twilled linen, and can- 
ning work, has faded and dropped. The curious 
girdle and its ehains of wreath en gold are gone. 
The breast-plate of judgment that lay against his 
heart, and its fourfold row of triple jewels — of sar- 
dius, topaz, and carbuncle ; of emerald, sapphire, 
and diamond ; of ligure, agate, and amethyst ; ot 
beryl, onyx, and jasper — has been lost. The pom- 
egranates are cast aside like untimely fruit. The 
golden bells are silent. Even the mitre, with it a 
sacred signet, and the grace of the fashion of it, has 
perished. All the outward glory and beauty of 
that Hebrew worship which the Lord commanded 
Moses has vanished in the eternal splendors of the 
gospel, and been fulfilled in Christ, what teach- 
ing has it left? What other than this? — that we 
are to engrave our "Holiness to the Lord," first on. 
the heart, and then on all that the heart goes oat 
into, through the brain and the hand : on the plates 
of gold oar age of enterprise is drawing up from 
mines, and beating into currency ; on bales of 
merchandise and books of account ; on the tools 
and bench of every handicraft ; on your weights 
and measures ; on pen and plow and pulpit ; on the 
doorposts of your houses, and the utensils of your 
table, and the walls of your chambers ; on cradle 
and playthings and school-books ; on the locomo- 
tives of enterprise, <ind the bells of the horses, and 
the ships of navigation ; on music halls and libraries ; 
on galleries of art and the lyceum desk ; on all of 
man's inventing and building, all of his using and 
enjoying ; for all these are trusts in a stewardship 
for which the Lord of the servants reckoneth. — P. 

D. HuXTINGTON. 


About Songs and Music. 
Let any calm, thoughtful person attentively lis- 
ten to the different kinds of music used in religious 
meetings, and carefully uote the effect on his feel- 
ings at the time and afterward, he will find a 
wonderful difference in himself, under the different 
influences exercised. We have studied this mat- 
ters closely, watched long and earnestly, with an 
earnaat desire to know the truth, and have been 
led to the following conclusions : 

1. That the popular, loud, boisterous music of 
the day has produced corresponding feelings and 
these feelings have led to, and maintain, a corres- 
pond iug state of manners and conduct, ''loud and 
boisterous.'' 

2. That the superficial and often ephemeral char- 
acter of personal religious experience among us, is 
largely attributable to the light, airy, and frivolous 
character of the songs and music so common in 
this day. — Sel. 


A Simple Test. 

The most decisive method of testing the apostles' 
claim to be the teachers of Christianity is for the 
individual to subject the mind candidly to the in- 
fluence of their writings. Let each man who has 
made the life-long experiment declare the result. 
For myself I can only confess that I have found 
there a spirit which assures me that it is the merest 
trifling with moral evidence to confound these men 
with the vulgar pretenders of heathenism or of Is- 
lam. They were manifestly intelligent, serious, 
and therefore sufficient witnesses of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ ; men who ' cannot be set aside as 
(I ream era or fanatics. I find in their writings a 
spirit which corresponds with the transcendent 
claim which they make to inspiration of God. It 
awes me like the sound of many waters. As none 
works, so none speaks, like the Lord of all. In 
the Old Testament 1 hear the dread sound of the 
storm and earthquake. But Jehovah is not in the 
tempest. These are but the heralds of that "still 
small voice" of Infinite Love in which onward 
comes the Lord. There ia in the New Testament 
an authority, an earnestness, a sincerity, a simplic- 
ity, a purity, a tenderness, a dignity, a depth and 
a loftiness of thought, which breathe on the soul 
with an immortal energy. I could as soon think 
of questioning the Divine Hand in the sunrise as 
the Divine Source of the writings of St. Paul and 
St. John. They reach*Bomething deeper than the 
intellect. They commend themselves to every 
man's conscience in the sight of God. And when 
I hear these holy pages read they compel me to 
listen, as if a choir of angels filled the firmament 
with their songs. Their theme is "Peace on 
Earth; good will to Men." It the is voice of the 
Eternal Love, reaching me through its human mes- 
sengers. I recognize the tone of the Eternal 
Mercy, and I rest in the faith of the resurrection 
of the dead, and the hope of the life to come, — Ed- 
ward White. 
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